
Mr. Hrymak’s Weekly Newsletter 
 

Unit 4, Week 1 - Weeks of May 14 and 21, 2018 

Language Arts 

Happy Monday! We are now entering the home stretch toward summer!  At some point this week 

will begin Unit 4.  The Big Idea is, “How do we decide what’s important?” This week’s essential 

question is, “What kinds of stories do we tell, and why do we tell them?” Our class will be 

focusing on the different ways that people tell stories, their reasons for 

sharing them and the relationships of stories and cultures.   The main stories 

we will read are entitled, “How Mighty Kate Stopped the Train,” and “Davey 

Crockett Saves the World.”  As you can tell, the reading genre will be Tall 

Tales and Fantasy.  This will, most likely, but the final set of language arts 

lesson and assessment, this year. 

 

Students are also continuing to work on the poetry unit and book talks. 

 

This Week’s Reading Strategy and Comprehension Skill:  

- Visualization and Point of View 

This Week’s Vocabulary Words: 

- commenced, deeds, exaggeration, heroic, impress, posed, sauntered, wring 

This Week’s Vocabulary Strategy:  

- Synonyms and Antonyms 

This Week’s Grammar Strategy:  

- Pronouns and Antecedents 

How can I help at home? 

The lesson’s “Word Workout” and “Comprehension: Point of View” sheet sheets contain 

activities and ideas to reinforce the weekly skills. 

Reading Assessment:  

Students should review pages 236 – 237 and 242 – 245 in his/her Reading/Writing Workshop 

book.  



Science 

We have begun a unit called Earth’s Rotation.  Students are learning to represent data in 

graphical displays to reveal patterns of daily changes in length and direction of shadows, day 

and night, and the seasonal appearance of some stars in the night sky.  

Miscellaneous Upcoming Stuff: 

 The PFA is sponsoring a very cool Sky Dome exhibit for fifth graders to view today. 
 The annual A.C.E.S event is this Thursday, May 17, weather permitting. 
 There will be a Board of Education meeting at Palos West tomorrow at 7 PM. 
 Book talks are due during the week of May 21. Please check with your child to 

see if he or she signed up for a presentation date. 
 The annual Palos West Reading Celebration is Monday, May 21. 
 The traditional Walk West for Wellness event is Tuesday, May 22, as is the May 

P.B.I.S. pride assembly. 
 The 5th grade Souper-bowl tailgate event is during the afternoon of Wednesday, May 

23. 
 There will be a noon dismissal for students on Friday, May 25. 
 There is no school on Monday, May 28 due to the Memorial Day holiday. 
 There will be an early dismissal for students on Thursday, May 31 so teachers can 

finalize grade and all of the necessary record-keeping tasks. 
 “Schooooool’s out. For. Summer…”    at 10 AM on Friday, June 1!! 

 

 


