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Dear Parents: 

Hello!  Welcome to my classroom and fifth grade.  This letter is intended to help fill you in on the 

procedures, workings, happenings, rules, curriculum and mission within my classroom.  It will also give 

you a little background about me. 

I am a 1984 graduate of Northern Illinois University with a B.S. degree in elementary education.  My 

degree emphasis was in the earth sciences.  I received my M.A. degree in curriculum and instruction 

from National-Louis University in 1995.  I have completed an additional 34 semester hours of work in 

elementary and environmental education, beyond my Masters degree.  I have also served as a part-time 

adjunct faculty member of the National-Louis University Center for the Gifted. 

I began teaching in 1984.  I have been at Palos West since 1987.  In addition to instructing fifth grade, 

I am the school’s Computer Club and Earth Day Coordinator.  

I have been happily married for 30 years.  My wife and I have four successful children ages 21, 23, 23 

(yes, twins) and 26.  I have one child left in college who will graduate this May. 

I enjoy gardening, watching sports, trying to play golf (but not very well), reading, learning about 

American history, music (both listening and playing), traveling, and aviation.  I am a true weather-

geek/fanatic. I am fascinated by the weather and meteorology. I assist our local National Weather 

Service office as a trained Severe Storm Spotter.  I also assist Colorado State University as a local 

climatological observer.  Additionally, I have the honor of serving on the Homewood Appearance 

Commission. 

I hope to help students learn to become responsible, self-disciplined people and good citizens of the 

community and our planet. 

Enough about me.  Here is the really important information that you should be aware of regarding the 

upcoming school year. 

 

WEEKLY CLASSROOM INFORMATION 

Almost every Monday (or the first day of the school week), I will send home a communication regarding 

the upcoming week’s curriculum and events. It will also be a link from my Home page., usually on the 

previous Friday. 

 

 

http://www.palos118.org/west/teachers/5th-grade


THE CORE CURRICULUM 

We are in the sixth year of a reading/language arts series from McGraw-Hill called Reading 

Wonders. This series is very closely aligned with the national Common Core skills initiatives.  Our 

core curriculum includes reading, English, grammar, writing and spelling skills.  Most students 

will be remaining in our homeroom for core instruction. Some of the specific skill areas will 

include vocabulary development, using correct context and applying it to written work, word 

identification, figurative language, comprehension, independent reading, small group work, 

reading fiction and non-fiction stories with discussions, entire class work and discussions 

(cooperation), study skills, constructing meaning, responding to literature, poetry…and much 

more.  Additionally, students will be presenting book talks covering a variety of genres.  There is, 

generally, one book talk per quarter.  I will also be reading out loud to children whenever possible.  

Reading to children helps to model reading fluency, enhances listening skills, and presents students 

with a variety of literature.  I also try to provide some Sustained Silent Reading (S.S.R.) time 

whenever possible. 

 

Since reading at home every day is very important, students will be required to read and log a 

minimum of 100 minutes of at-home reading each week. It will be counted as part of their quarterly 

reading grade. The first Weekly Reading Log will be sent home this Friday.  Logs are due the 

following Friday.  Detailed information about the reading log requirements will be on the opposite 

side of the log sheet. 

 

Writing will incorporate the use of the 6-Traits of Writing process.  Students will continue to learn 

to apply the following traits to their writings: 

 

 Ideas 

 Organization 

 Word Choice 

 Sentence Fluency 

 Voice in Writing 

 Conventions of Writing 
 

 

SPELLING 

Students will be responsible for learning spelling words each week.  These words are taken directly 

from the weekly core unit.  At the beginning of each spelling unit, students will take a preview test. 

They will then need to correct any words that were misspelled during the preview test.  Each misspelled 

word will need to be written correctly 10 times.  Each word will also need to be written in a (1) sentence, 

using correct context clues.  Corrections of the misspelled words will be due two days later (usually on 

Wednesday).  Final spelling tests are usually on Friday. 

 

MATH 

Some students will be remaining in my classroom for math instruction.  If your child has a different 

math teacher, she will provide information about her individual classroom structure. Our math series is 

called eVision2.0.  This series is aligned with the national Common Core skills initiatives.  More 

information will be sent with your child’s math teacher. 



 

SOCIAL STUDIES AND SCIENCE  

Social Studies will be taught during the 1st and 3rd quarter.  Science will be during the 2nd and 4th quarter. 

 SOCIAL STUDIES 

We are in the seventh year of a terrific social studies series called TeachTCI. It is multi-media 

(online) based and is aligned with the Common Core.  Fifth grade students study several major 

units including basic geography and mapping skills, European explorers, early American 

colonial events and the American Revolution. 

 SCIENCE 

 Our current science curriculum is in its fourth year and is called STEMscopes.  It is also 

aligned with the national Common Core requirements and the Next Generation Science 

Standards.  The series is mainly online and has mainly hands-on units. 

 

THE RULES, BEHAVIOR and HRYMAK BUCKS 

One of our goals in fifth grade is to prepare students for their middle school experience.  Because 

of this, we will focus on helping students to become responsible for their own actions and to 

understand that actions have consequences; both positive and otherwise.  Please refer to my 

classroom Home page where all of this information is posted (or will be very soon). 

 
 

THE CLASSROOM HOME PAGE 

All teachers have a classroom Home page on the Internet.   I use this forum to post homework, weekly 

parent newsletters, student work, pictures and videos (with your written permission), and more.  All 

pertinent letters sent home from my classroom would also be posted on this page.  No more classroom 

information not making it home (I hope)!  You can find my page at: 

www.palos118.org/west/ then look for the Palos West teacher pages. 
 

HOMEWORK  

In general, students are given enough time to complete much of their work during the school day.  I try 

to set aside 5 to 15 minutes of each class period for students to get a start on their work.  On larger 

assignments, considerably more class time is allotted to begin the work, and due dates may be extended.  

Many students complete their work during school time.  I will be discussing, and continually reviewing, 

the efficient use of their time.   

ASSESSSMENTS 

All major assessments, projects, tests and quizzes are announced at least 2 or 3 days in advance.  They 

are written on the big homework poster in the classroom and posted on my homework web page.  

Students are expected to write homework assignments in the assignment notebook every day.  Please 

review the attached information about homework and the assignment notebook, with your child. 

http://www.palos118.org/west/teachers/5th-grade
http://www.palos118.org/west/


THE GRADING SCALE 

90 - 100% = A 

80 -   89% = B 

70 -   79% = C 

60 -   69% = D 
59% or lower = F 

 

 

LATE ASSIGNMENTS – This is a change from previous years! 

 

Students will be expected to turn in homework on time.  Late and incomplete assignments will 

receive an Assignment Alert.  The Assignment Alert sheet, signed by a parent, and the late or 

incomplete work will be due the next school day.   

 

Alerts will be sent home FOR THE FIRST QUARTER ONLY.   
 

This part is a change for fifth grade!   During the second quarter and beyond, students and 

parents will be able to access grades online every day, and assignment alerts will no longer be 

given out.  However, any late and incomplete work will still need to be turned in.   

 

There will be a 10% per day grade reduction on all graded papers or projects, etc., that are not 

turned in on time, up to a maximum of -50%. I will explain more about this change during 

Curriculum Night. 
 

 

OUR SENIOR E-PALS PROGRAM!! 

In the mid 1990’s, when I was teaching fourth grade at Palos West, I began a program along with 

Mrs. Pope, a former Palos West teacher, to help senior citizen residents at Peace Village learn to 

use computers.  When I moved on to teach fifth grade, Mrs. Jackson and Mrs. Pope evolved that 

program into an e-mail project between the seniors and some of our fourth grade students.  Mrs. 

Jackson retired three year ago, so I decided to continue that program with my students. 

Students will be paired with a senior citizen from Peace Village and they will communicate with 

one another via email. Later this year, the senior e-pals will come to school to visit the students 

and the students will have a chance to visit their pals at Peace Village. We will begin the program 

in a few weeks.  More details will be sent home, soon. 

 

THE FRIDAY FOLDER 

 

Your child will have a weekly Friday Folder.  In fact, you should have found the information you 

are currently reading in your child’s Friday Folder. This folder will contain important information 

about upcoming events in our classroom, school, district, and community. You will also find work 

completed by your child in homeroom subjects and math. The purpose of the Friday Folder is to 

help organize all papers that are sent home and to try to assure that you see everything that gets 

sent home.  If a piece of information needs to get to you before Friday, it will be sent home during 

the week (but not in the Friday Folder). 

 



Expect to see the folder every Friday or on the last day of the school week.  After you have taken 

out and reviewed the papers, please sign any notes that need to be returned. Also, please sign 

and date the sheet inside the folder. Your child should return the folder, with your signature, on 

the next school day after the weekend. 

 

 
MISCELLANEOUS STUFF 

- There will be a daily snack time every morning.  Please send a healthy snack.  Nuts and eggs, 

or products containing eggs or nuts of any kind, are not a snack option this year. 

- If your child needs to use cough drops, a note from home is required and must be sent to 

myself, as well as the school nurse. 

- If there are any changes in your child’s regular dismissal, kindly send in a note and/or contact 

the office as soon as possible.  If you send an e-mail to me, you should also send one to the 

office.  Please don’t assume that I will see the e-mail right away.  I mean, hey, what if I’m absent 

or haven’t had enough coffee yet?   

- Anything sent to school such as communications, money, etc., should be placed in an envelope 

and clearly labeled with your child’s name, my name, grade level and the name of the person or 

department who is to receive the information. 

- Throughout the year I will be sending home many communications, however, the most 

important information will usually be located on my, Monday, parent letter. 

- I will be sending home a questionnaire each month so we can maximize your child's learning 

through frequent communication.  The first monthly questionnaire will be in next week’s Friday 

Folder.  Please do not feel obligated to return the questionnaire each month if you have nothing 

pressing to communicate.  A generic copy is also on my web page. 

 - Often, papers will come home with the word "GROUP" written on top.  This means that the 

paper was corrected and/or reviewed in class as a "group".  We do not, however, trade papers for 

grading.  I do try my best to personally review each and every assignment. 

- I use parent help in the classroom from time-to-time.  Please let me know if you would be able 

to assist. 

- If you ever have any questions, concerns, or thoughts, feel free to drop me a note, an e-mail me, 

or call me at school at 708-448-6888. 

- Now, if you really did get to this point and have read all of this stuff (thanks!), try to stay 

awake a little bit longer so you can send me an e-mail, call me or drop me a short note. I like to 

know how many people actually read all this stuff.  The first five (5) parents to contact me will 

receive a prize on Curriculum Night which is Thursday, September 6! Everyone else will have 

my very sincere appreciation!!  Please mention that you have read my Homeroom Information 

packet, in your response. 

 

I know it is a lot of information and there is always something that I forget to include.  Nevertheless, I 

hope this letter gives you a good understanding of what will go on in Room 42.  There will be a many 

more communications as the year progresses, so get 

out your reading glasses!  Now that your eyes are 

spinning and the headache has begun, go and rest 
(after contacting me – e-mail is best due to the time-stamp, but 

not mandatory) - you deserve it! 

Most sincerely, 

 

Mr. J. Hrymak 


