
Welcome to Preschool in District 118! In this packet you will 
find all of the information you need to get started! Please 
contact me anytime if you have further questions!

Our Preschool Team

“Miss Lee” Harwig  
Preschool Teacher 

lharwig@ 
palos118.org 

708-448-6888 x3837

“Ms. Amy” Niemann   
Preschool 

Paraprofessional

Mrs. Bonnie Fanelli 
Speech  
Teacher 
bfanelli@ 

palos118.org 

Mrs. Pryzwara 
School  

Psychologist 
dpryzwara@ 
palos118.org 

Mrs. Misheck 
School  

Occupational 
Therapist 
rmisheck@ 

palos118.org 



I have had the privilege of teaching 
Preschool since 2004, when District 118 
started this program! I am so proud 
each year as Preschool continues to 
grow. This year will be my 15th year 
teaching in 118, and my 20th year 
teaching overall!

Meet the Teacher!

My Education
I attended Illinois State 
for my undergraduate 
degree in Early 
Childhood Education. I 
later earned a Master’s 
Degree from St. Xavier 
University, and then an 
ELL Endorsement from St. 
Benedictine University.  
I love school! :)

My Favorites
Food: pizza 
Drink: Mt. Dew 
Coffee: none :) 
Color: Bright Blue 
Movie: Toy Story 
TV: Ellen 
Fast Food: Buona 
Restaurant: 
Francesca’s 
Hobby: Photography 
Technology: Apple 
Sport: Kayaking 
Store: Target 
Snack: Cheetos 
Candy: Twix and 
Swedish Fish 
Flower: Daisy 
For Fun: Live Music 
At Home: my pool 
Vacation: Disney and 
West Virginia

My Background
I grew up in Evergreen Park, 
IL, and still live there now 
with my husband, three dogs, 
and my turtle. :) I attended 
District 124 schools, and then 
McAuley High School. McAuley 
has a program called “Little 
School”, where students can 
learn about being a teacher, 
and teach preschool twice a 
week! It was a great 
opportunity, SO much fun, 
and led me on the path to my 
career!



Your Child Needs
-a backpack that they will bring to school 
everyday- Please use a regular size 
backpack large enough to fit library books, 
projects, and homework games. A small/mini 
backpack won't be big enough for all of the 
fun coming home from Preschool! :) 

-one folder with pockets to be used for 
notes and papers- This folder should be 
checked and emptied every night, and notes 
for the teacher can be sent in the folder.  
They will be checked every day when the 
children come to school.

-an extra change of clothes- This is for 
messy projects or accidents. If your child 
comes home wearing their extra clothes, 
please send a replacement set the next day. 
If your child comes home in clothes that are 
borrowed from school, please wash them 
and return them. :) 

Pictures and Videos
Photography is a favorite hobby of mine, 
and I take pictures in the classroom 
everyday! This year I will be using an app/
site called SeeSaw. You can download the 
app or use their website. This app allows me 
to share pictures, videos, and message 
parents directly. The app is secure and you 
will have to be invited through your email 
address. You can download the pictures 
free from a computer.



A Day in Ms. Lee’s Class

Everyday is a busy day in Preschool! Most of the children’s 
day is spent in center time and small groups. Our centers 
include blocks, dramatic play, fine motor, art, language, 
iPads, books, sensory table, painting, puzzles, math, 
science, and snack. For at least an hour each day, students 
move between these centers using their “star”. This is a 
magnetic star with their picture on it. This is how they make 
their center choice. Each center has a limited amount of 
students allowed to work there at one time. Children learn 
and grow through these interactive, hands-on opportunities. 
The materials in the centers are rotated every Monday, to 
enhance engagement and provide new and unique 
opportunities each week. While children are working in 
centers, there are also two “teacher table” activities at that 
time. Ms. Lil, our para-professional, works at one table with 
structured activities focusing on topics such as shapes, 
colors, letters and numbers. Ms. Lee, the classroom teacher, 
works at another table focusing on similar topics, as well as 
assessments, on an individual level with each child. 

Below is a typical day in our Pre-K class. 

9:15/12:30 arrival/centers 
9:20/12:35 group time 
9:45am/1:00 centers and small group instruction 
11:10/2:20 gross motor/playground 
11:35/2:50 dismissal 

A reminder to please be on time- as you can see, the class is 
busy from the minute they walk in! Thanks so much!



Pick-Up and Drop-Off

Rain or shine, we will be outside to greet your child each 
day. :) If your child can get out of their seatbelt by 
themselves, you can pull up next to the curb and a staff 
member will open the car door for your child. Parents Do NOT 
get out of the car in this spot. This is a fast in/out spot. If you 
need more time, or if you need to get out to help your child, 
please use one of the Parking Spots. There, you are safe to 
get out of the car and take more time. During dismissal, there 
will be two lanes to exit. If you take the first left, you can pull 
forward, park briefly, and get out to buckle your child. If 
your child can buckle themselves, you can pull forward, and 
take the second left directly out of the parking lot. 

During arrival and dismissal, please try not to give last 
second information like  a change in pick-up that day. We all 
love to talk, so I know this is really hard! The staff is strictly 
focused on the safety of all children entering and exiting 
the building. At that time they are unable to conference with 
parents. Please email, or write a handwritten note with any 
changes and put it in your child’s folder. Thanks so much for 
your understanding with this process. 

Once the door is closed, your child is marked absent. If you 
arrive late, you will need to park and go to the office to sign 
them in. NEVER knock on the door once it is closed and 
locked. For safety reasons, we do not want students to think 
it’s ok to open this door for any reason- even for someone 
they know. If you are late for pick-up your child will be in the 
front office. THANK YOU FOR BEING ON TIME! :) 

AM DROP-OFF: 9:10am to 9:15am 
AM PICK-UP: 11:35 to 11:45am 
PM DROP-OFF: 12:25-12:30pm 
PM PICK-UP: 2:50pm to 3:00pm



Parents have asked me what they can 
contribute to the classroom.  We can always 
use the following items if you would like to 
donate something: 

-Clorox Wipes, baby wipes, Kleenex, stickers 
-Coffee filters (we use them for little bowls at snack time) 
-Ziploc Bags- quart size, gallon size and jumbo 2 gallon 
-Dry Erase Markers, craft supplies, Play-doh

Progress Reports
Progress Reports are sent home three times 
during the year. Once in late October, once in 
late February, and on the last day of school. We 
use the Preschool Teaching Strategies Gold 
Progress Report. Parent-Teacher Conferences 
are held in November.

Jolly Phonics
We use Jolly Phonics, the same program that 
our Kindergarten classes use!  It’s a really 
exciting program that approaches 
“learning letters” in a different way.  We’ll 
be putting the focus more on the SOUND 
each letter makes, instead of just the name

of the letter.  This way, instead of just being able to recite 
the alphabet, or spell their name out loud, the kids will be 
more familiar with the sound each letter makes, and 
therefore, they’ll gain the skills to read and write words 
much earlier. One main focus is the use of physical motions 
to help the children remember each sound.  For instance, 
the “S” is the first letter we’ll work on, but I’ll only teach the 
the sound of that letter, and the motion is moving your 
hand like a snake.  As we go through the Jolly Phonics 
program, I’ll be sending home lots of information so you 
can work on these motions and sounds at home.  

Classroom Donations



Snack
Daily snack is a center choice for the 
students.  Each family will take a turn sending in 
a healthy snack. A weekly newsletter will let you 
know when it’s your turn.  We are a peanut free 
environment. Some children have severe

allergies to peanuts and we want to provide the safest 
environment for all children. We also do not serve anything 
with pork (marshmallows, gelatin, etc) due to dietary 
restrictions for some students. We only offer healthy snacks 
and ask that you do not send and cookies/candy/treats.  
Some snack ideas are: fresh fruit, vegetables, cheese sticks,  
Goldfish, pretzels, or crackers. NO DRINK is needed. The 
children can either have water or milk.

Contacting Ms. Lee
Message me through the Seesaw app! 
Email: lharwig@palos118.org 

708-448-6888 x3837: classroom phone.  
This number goes directly to voicemail while the children are 
in the room. If you need to reach me immediately, call the 
front office. 
708-448-6888: main office 
708-923-7052: student absence line

Birthdays
To celebrate birthdays, each child will receive a 
birthday crown and a pencil on their special day. 
Palos 118 does NOT use food to celebrate birthdays, so 
children will not be permitted to bring any food or 
treats to share. 


