
1st Grade January Newsletter         
   Mrs. Bronson Room 43 

Notes &  
     Important Dates 

Happy New Year! I hope that your 

winter break with your children was 

special. They seem happy to be back with their 

classmates as they are settling back into their 

school routines.  

 

 Second Quarter ends on Friday, January 

12th.  Report cards will be sent home the fol-

lowing Friday, January 19th.  Expectations 

are higher this quarter and skills that are 

taught are different from 2nd quarter.  Please 

be aware that your child may not be receiv-

ing the same grades as the previous quarter. 

 

 NO SCHOOL on Monday, January 15th in 

honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

 

 12PM Dismissal on Friday, January 26th for 

Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Conferences 

will take place from 1:00 - 3:30.  I will notify 

you if a conference is necessary. As always, 

feel free to call or e-mail if you have any 

concerns or questions! 

   

 With the cold weather upon us, please make 
sure that you send your child to school 

dressed appropriately for outdoor recess!  

We will have outdoor recess unless the tem-

perature with the wind chill is 15 degrees or 

below.   

 

Language Arts 
 This month we will begin Unit 3.  The 

essential questions we will be focus-

ing on this month are:  How do we 

measure time?  How do plants change as they 

grow?  What is a folktale?  How is life different 

than it was long ago? In phonics we will be learn-

ing about long vowels, contractions with not, 

words ending in –ed and –ing, and CVCe sylla-

bles.  As you  read with your child have them 

make predictions about the selection.  It is also 

helpful to discuss who the characters are in the 

story, where the story takes place (setting), and 

the events that make up the story (plot).  This will 

help develop better comprehension as they read.  

As you listen to your child read, pay close atten-

tion to their fluency (smoothness or flow with 

which sounds, syllables, words and phrases are 

joined together when speaking) and intonation 

(the use of pitch or tone in a sentence to convey 

meaning or emotion). 

 

The high frequency words that we will be  learning 

this month are: 
 
 

Week 1 

away 
now 

some 

today 

way 

why 

Week 2  

green 

grow 

pretty 

should 

together 

water 

Week 3 

any 

from 

happy 

once 

so  

upon 

Week 4 

ago 

boy 

girl 

how 

old 

people 

Word Choice 
The trait of word choice focuses on using more descriptive words. Improved use of language 

starts with a focus on action verbs choice, sensory descriptions, and challenging vocabulary. 

We refer to these words as “wow” words or “purple words”.  As young writers begin to identify 

these words in their reading, they will then begin to apply these words in their own writing. When read-

ing with your child, point out the “wow” words together. The bulls-eye targets the right word usage. 



MATH 
 We will begin working on 

Topic 7 this month.  We will focus 

on the following: 

 

 Counting to 120 by tens and 

ones 

 Reading and writing numbers to 120 

 Representing a number of objects with a 

written numberal for quantities to 120. 

 
Please continue to practice on                              

XTRAMATH at home daily.   

Let me know if you need their login information. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Science 
 

 

We will continue working with Stemscopes, 

focusing on Behavior of Light                              

and Communication.  

With Behavior of Light, students will              

understand that objects can only be seen 

when illuminated. They will investigate the 

effect of placing objects made with                   

different materials in the path of a beam of 

light. With Communication, students will    

understand that we can communicate with 

each other without using our voices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                   

 
 

We will also continue our study of the sea-

sons and read and write more about Winter. 

Star Students 
    Maddie—January 16th 

  Logan– January 22nd 
    Zach– January 29th  

 

 

January 
Maddie— 12th 

 
 

      Social Studies   

  Character Education 
We will focus on the               

character trait of Honesty. 

We will discuss and practice 

role playing scenarios involv-

ing honesty.  

 

We will also learn about Dr. Martin Luther 

King, Jr.’s life and his work to bring about 

peace and equality in our country. Ask 

your child about this important leader! 


