
 

 
 
 

BOARD BUSINESS 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

STUDENT LEARNING AND SERVICES COMMITTEE 
Chairperson:   Katie Thomason 
Vice Chair:   Terry Heafey 

Mrs. Thomason gave an update on the most recent committee meeting. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES FOR ACCELERATED PLACEMENT ACT  
Dr. Cozza presented the Palos 118 proposed administrative procedures for implementing the 
new Accelerated Placement Act.  The committee supported the proposed administrative 
procedures.  Dr. Cozza will give a recap of how the procedures worked at the committee’s 
spring meeting. 

ATTENDANCE INTERVENTION PROGRAMS 
Dr. Scarsella gave a brief overview of the district’s strategy to reduce chronic absenteeism in 
our schools, highlighting a two-pronged approach.  The district office will utilize nudge 
letters and attendance reminders to communicate with parents for the purpose of raising 
attendance awareness.  At Palos South, student intervention programs focus on developing 
self-management skills that will be essential in high school and assisting students in catching 
up when they miss school, particularly in 6th grade when students are acclimating to 
switching classes and working with multiple teachers in contrast to the elementary level.  
Mrs. Doornbos and Mr. Wrzesinski stressed that the interventions provided positive 
incentives for students and are in stark contrast to past punitive measures used. 

The committee discussed concerns with intervention programs focusing too heavily on 
students and not parents.  Discussion took place and several recommendations were made 
to improve upon the programs next year. 
 
The South principals were invited to the committee’s spring meeting to review 
attendance/intervention data and provide a recap of this year’s intervention program. 

 
CURRICULUM UPDATE 
Dr. Scarsella provided detailed written reports on the remaining agenda items and answered 
the committee’s questions about written reports. 

 

 

 



COMMUNICATIONS AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Chairperson:   Pam Paris 
Vice Chair:   Jamie Cantorna 

Mrs. Paris gave an update on the most recent committee meeting. 

REVIEW OF BOARD POLICIES- 8:10 Public Relations and 2:150 Committees 
The committee reviewed board policies 8:10 Public Relations (Connection with the 
Community) and 2:150 Committees.  The committee recommended a brief review of these 
two policies by the full board during the Board retreat. 

DISCUSS ESSA COMMUNICATION PLAN 
The committee discussed the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) Communication Strategy 
report Dr. Scarsella provided to members.   

 
FINANCES AND FACILITIES COMMITTEE 
Chairperson:   Nadine Scodro 
Vice Chair:   Katie Thomason 

Mrs. Thomason gave an update on the recent Finance and Facilities Committee Meeting:  

REVIEW OF THE TENTATIVE LEVY FOR 2018 AND SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE 
Mr. Veihman presented the tentative 2018 Tax Levy.   

Mrs. Thomason indicated that further information will be provided in Mr. Veihman’s report  
and the board will take action later in the regular board meeting agenda to approve the 
estimated 2018 tax levy and set the public hearing date for December18. 

APPROVAL OF ALL SEASONS GROUND KEEPING BID RESULTS 
Mr. Veihman reviewed the bids for exterior maintenance work and recommended the 
lowest bidder, Carefree Lawn Service. 

REVIEW OF ENERGY SAVINGS PROJECT FROM SUMMER 2017 
Mr. Veihman reviewed the utility cost savings from the three solar arrays on the roofs of 
each school that were installed in 2017.  To date, the school district has saved $31,231.  This 
is just slightly below the $32,360 originally projected. 

 

 

IASB RESOLUTIONS  
Dr. Scarsella noted that annually the IASB holds a delegate assembly meeting at the Triple I 
Conference in November in Chicago.  At the delegate assembly, members discuss and vote on 
adopting new resolutions to be supported by the IASB, amend current resolutions supported by the 
IASB and reaffirm adopted resolutions of the IASB as presented.  

This year’s board volunteer delegate representative is Pam Paris.  Mrs. Paris was provided voting 
direction at the meeting.  Mike Pizur, Justin Veihman, and Dr. Scarsella will be joining Mrs. Paris at 
the conference this year. 

 
 



 
MUSIC PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
Member:  Pam Paris 
Member:  James Cantorna 

Mrs. Paris shared that the MPA is very busy preparing for this year’s Harvest Fest that will take place 
on October 19.  Mrs. Paris indicated that 410 reservations have already been received for the event. 

 

EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
Member:  Pam Paris 
Member:  Terry Heafey 

Foundation directors, Sheila Pacholski, Jill 
Fiscelli, Zoe Kopanis, and Anna Angelos 
presented the district principals checks 
representing proceeds collected from Laps 
for Literature in the following amounts: 

East $2,120.00 
West $3,100.00 

South $1,200.00 

Mrs. Pacholski reminded the audience of upcoming Foundation events: 

Giving Tuesday on November 27 and Trivia Night on February 9.  Information on these events will be 
forthcoming. 

 
PARENT FACULTY ASSOCIATION 
Member:  Katie Thomason 
Member:  Pam Paris 

In President Kori Aldrich’s absence, Jill Fiscelli, PFA Secretary gave the President’s report.  She 
indicated that the PFA hosted a successful, well- attended parent informational night on Tuesday, 
October 2, where author and parenting expert Michelle Icard spoke about tips on parenting Middle 
Schoolers. She also shared upcoming PFA events: 

- Halloween theme lunch at Palos South on Thursday 10/25 
- Father-Son Bowling Bash on Sunday 10/28 
- Halloween class parties at Palos East & West on Wednesday, 10/31 
- Bi monthly PFA Meeting at Palos East on Wednesday 11/7 at 9:30 a.m. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
SAFETY MEETING UPDATE 

Dr. Scarsella reported that the District Safety Committee met with first responders, a parent 
representative, teacher representatives, administrators, and staff to discuss safety procedures.   

The staff shared two presentations. The first presentation focused on the offsite reunification drill 
performed at Palos West.   



The second presentation detailed the Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) programs currently being 
implemented at all three schools.  

Dr. Scarsella noted that additional safety procedures will be implemented this year. There will be 
armed police officers at Palos West and Palos East during this year’s Halloween parades.  Additionally, 
only parents who register to volunteer for classroom parties will be permitted to do so.  We are taking 
these additional precautions after listening to feedback from teachers. 

Dr. Scarsella thanked all participants for their attendance and participation in these meetings. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
APPROVAL OF TENTATIVE LEVY  
The board approved the estimated 2018 tax levy as presented and set the public hearing date for 
Dec 18, 2018 at the regular board meeting. 

APPROVAL OF ALL SEASON EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
The board approved the all season exterior maintenance contract with the low bidder, Carefree 
Lawn Services. 
 
APPROVAL OF YEARBOOK CONTRACT 
The board approved the school yearbook contract with TreeRing for Palos East and West Elementary 
Schools for the 2018-2019 school year. 

 

 


