
 

 

 

RECOGNITION 

 

RECOGNITION OF NANCY BYRNE,  

DISTRICT 118 EMPLOYEE AND PUBLISHED AUTHOR 

 

The Board of Education and administration acknowledged Nancy Byrne, a 

Palos South Paraprofessional for her achievement in the publication of her 

book.  Nancy’s book is about her dog Cutie.  Cutie was a rescue dog with six 

puppies that made a long journey from Kentucky to the Safe Now Rescue in 

Manhattan, Illinois.  The book is titled, “Safe Now, A Journey from Fear to 

Peace” and is available online through Amazon.   

 

Nancy has presented to school children, including our 8th grade Palos South 

students.  The 8th graders were so touched by her story, they actually raised 

$400 for the animal rescue.  We are proud of Nancy’s accomplishment and 

the positive example she sets for our Palos South students. 

 

President Calacci presented Nancy with a certificate of achievement for her outstanding accomplishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THANK YOU PALOS 118 AUXILIARY ORGANIZATIONS! 

Members of the Parent Faculty Association, Palos 118 Educational Foundation, and the Music Parents 

Association were recognized and thanked for hosting several outstanding events that contribute to 

making the Palos 118 a special place for our students and a point of pride for our community. 

 

MUSIC PARENTS ASSOCIATION 

Harvest Fest  

Officers of the MPA – President, Marie Anne Sliwinski; Vice President, Lisa Banos-Cruz; and Treasurer, 

Drea Richards were recognized for their hard work at the 2017 Harvest Fest.  The Board and 

administration also thanked volunteers, sponsors and the music program for their support of this event.  

Dr. Scarsella noted that over 500 people attended this year’s Harvest Fest. 

 

FOUNDATION 

Laps for Literature 

Palos 118 Educational Foundation Members, Chairman Anna Angelos; Treasurer Sheila Pacholski; Susan 

Manglano, Bessie Mihas and Jill Fiscelli were recognized for their efforts with this year’s Laps for 

Literature. A special thanks was also extended to our student and staff walkers.  It was a great event!   

 $6,620.00 was raised for our media centers this year with a total of $129,000 raised since the event’s 

inception in the year 2000.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PARENT FACULTY ASSOCIATION 

Boo Bash 

Thank you’s were extended to Gina Narcisco and Gina Miller Co Chairs of the Boo Bash event.  A special 

recognition was also given to Kori Aldrich, PFA President and all of the parents, community and District 

118 staff members who dedicated their time and talents to this year’s Palos 118 Boo Bash.  Did you 

know that 771 Boo Bash tickets were sold in the first 24 hours?  That is a record, and truly amazing. 

Cardinal Chase 

A big thank you was extended to Karen McLean, Cardinal Chase Coordinator, and the PFA members, staff, 

parents, and sponsors who helped with this fun, family event.  This was the fifth year of the race.  There 

were over 400 runners who participated this year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

RECOGNITION OF BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS 

Dr. Scarsella thanked school board members for their services. 

November 15 will mark the ninth official statewide observance of School Board Members Day in Illinois. 

This is an opportunity for the district and community to thank school board members for their 

commitment in providing a local governance voice for your education decisions.  

Board members must be tuned in to the voices of their community. They craft a vision, mission, and 

goals to accurately reflect the desires expressed by parents and residents. They take their positions 

seriously and view their roles as a way to create opportunities for all students to succeed. 

When it comes to public service, school board members are some of the most selfless volunteers 

around. They are your coworkers, neighbors, parents, and everything in between. They are also the 

front-line advocates fighting for quality education for every child. They serve without the expectation of 

a paycheck in a position where they act as guardians of the community’s tax dollars and its most 

precious resource—the children. 



School board members do more than just attend meetings; they devote a significant amount of their 

own personal time to the district. They attend extracurricular events to support schools. They 

participate in professional development opportunities to learn how to become better leaders. They are 

often involved in other local events, representing themselves, their community, and their district. Many 

of these activities take them away from time that could be spent with their own family. They sacrifice in 

order to create a better future for the students they represent. 

Some people are quick to criticize school board members without understanding the details that went into 

the decision-making process. As a result, the efforts of the local board of education often go unrecognized 

and unrewarded. Quality education opportunities are one of the largest drivers of successful communities. 

High quality public schools directly equate to a thriving local economy and a growing community. The 

leadership exemplified by board members directly impacts the school district, students, and parents, but it 

touches the lives of nearly every resident in one way or another.  

November 15, 2017 has been designated as School Board Members Day in Illinois. Leadership for our 

community and our schools begins with the tireless work of the local board of education. Help us join 

with others from throughout Illinois recognizing their efforts. 

The men and women serving Palos School District 118 are:    

• MariJo Calacci was elected a board member in April 2011 and was re-elected in 2015.  MariJo is 

the Board President, and formerly held offices as the Board Vice President and Secretary.  

MariJo has served on the following committees in past years: Finance and Facilities; 

Government and Legislative Committees; Landscape Beautification, Policy, District Contracts, 

and Go Green Committee.  In addition, she was the SCOPE/Legislative Representative for the 

district, and liaison for the Palos 118 Educational Foundation.   MariJo is currently serving on the 

Safety and Crisis Management Committee and the Board Negotiation Team for the past three 

negotiations agreements. 

• Dr. James Cantorna was elected a board member in April 2017.  Dr. Cantorna serves as the Vice 

Chair of the Communications and Community Engagement Committee and the Legislative 

Committee. He is currently one of the representatives for SCOPE, serves on the District Wellness 

Committee, and is a liaison for the Music Parents Association. 

• Terrence Heafey was appointed to the Board of Education for a two-year term in September of 

2015 and was subsequently elected to the Board for a full 4- year term in 2017.  Terry is the 

Chairperson of the Policy Committee and Vice Chair of the Student Learning and Services 

Committee.  In addition, Terry is the liaison for the Educational Foundation and the Wellness 

Committee.  Terry formerly served as the Vice Chair of the Finance and Facilities Committee. 

• Dr. Jerry King was appointed to fill a board member vacancy in August 2017.  Since Dr. King’s 

appointment, he has contributed to the Board Finance Committee, the Communications and 

Community Engagement Committee, and Wellness Committee.  We look forward to his 

continued service. 



• Pam Paris was elected a board member in April 2015 and holds the office of Board Secretary. 

Pam currently serves as the Chairperson of the Communications and Community Engagement 

Committee, and is the Vice Chair of the Policy Committee.  In addition, Pam serves as Board 

Liaison for the Foundation, PFA, and MPA.  She formerly served as the Vice Chair of the 

Legislative Committee. 

• Nadine Scodro was elected a board member in April 2007 and was re-elected in 2011 and 2015. 

Nadine is the Vice President of the Board and formerly held the office of Board Secretary.  

Nadine is the Chairperson of the Finance and Facilities Committee and the Legislative 

Committee and is one of the SCOPE/Legislative representatives.  She also serves on the Safety 

and Crisis Management Committee and the Discipline Committee.  Nadine formerly served as 

the Vice Chair of the Student Learning and Services Committee, Buildings and Grounds 

Committee, Landscape Beautification, and Policy Committees.   She has also served as a board 

liaison for the Parent Faculty Association (PFA) and the Wellness Committee.  In addition, Mrs. 

Scodro has played an active role in the success of the Cardinal Chase in past years. 

• Katie Thomason was elected a board member in April 2013 and was reelected in April 2017.  

She is the Chairperson of the Student Learning and Services Committee and is the Vice 

Chairperson of the Finance and Facilities Committee.  In addition, Katie serves on the Discipline 

Committee and is the Board Liaison for the PFA and the Wellness Committee.  She previously 

held the office of Board Secretary and served on the Communications and Community 

Engagement Committee and Policy/Evaluation Practices Committee, and was a board 

representative for SCOPE.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


